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Animal Rug from Ardcbil Mosque Once in Yerkcs Collection
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10 lhl iniimtnii iii their very design and the Stp i kjtj f
y passing of dynasties and the wreck or King-

domsl are Included In I lie chapters thai they tell

Is It then any wonder that tliey hold a fascination

winch enures thulI of this Western world to spend
j millions of dollrrs to ucqulio them as winless the re

niarlcuble exhibition of these Oriental fabrics in the
I umpired of productsMetropolitan Museum of Art

of the ancient looms which their owners have per

mlltcdto be on public view until January Every

pre < ious square here Is permeated with half for-

gotten

¬

legends and traditions every one conveys vol-

umes

¬

in Its symbolism which translated would reveal

many wonders of the mystic East
The public mind has been directed much recently-

to the Oriental rugs for they have figured promi

ncntly In the custom prosecutions of the government-

for alleged undervaluation nod the story of the ruby

rug which was said by some experts to be worth
many times more than the sum for which It was valued
on the consular invoice has been told

Whether a rug be worth 1000 as this one was tip
posed to be or 100000 which some merchant In en-

thusiasm of admiration thought it tnhrht bring fiom
some Interested American oi great wealth sail artistic
leanings has little to do with the aesthetic and ro-

mantic

¬

qualities of these magic onrpcts from the East-

ern lauds
So grout has bccomo the enthusiasm of Americans

for tIt lnlern nrjS beginning with the Centennial
Exposition of 1S7G that New York city which is the
clearing house for these fabrics for the entire coun-

try

¬

>

is now declared by Dr William R ValcnJIner
r curator of the depaitmcnt of decorative arts In the

Metropolitan Museum of Art to be tho greatest mait
for them known crew such centres as Constantinople-

and Paris taking second place
When prosperity smiles on an American one of his

first Ideas of household adornment Is a rug which Is

really worth while Those whose purses arc unlimited
us far as buying tare textiles are concerned are now

paIng thousands of dollars for products of the an-

cient looms
Some of the stories which are connected with the-

rugs are more or less fanciful but there Is hardly a
a j really great rug which Is not associated with deeds 01

fl I prowess with acts of fanatical devotion or with long
j and dangerous pilgrimages over deserts Infested by

tW marauding bands-
Men have been slain for the red ruby which was

he idols eye tragedy Is tellccted from the brilliance
if the Kohlnoor and paintings of the great masters
f the past have heel stained by blood More beauII Iful than rubles or diamonds ant expressing as mutt

16 the greatest works of the artists of all time nota
le Oriental rugs nre conHtantly being brought to

lest shores to find n place in private gallery or on the
w

Joor of parlor or library in some city mansion

i i Many a Magic Talc

y
If the full history of some of the world famous

rugs could unknown then would bo stories us re-

plete

¬

J with mystery Intrigue and strange Incident
us any of those that centre about the flue com of

r

royal and Imperial collections Iluzs are of them
i selves human document woven from the life of

their makers Customs language religion all the
Intimate concerts of the people have a direct Influence
upon the making of a One nag The personal aspira-
tions

¬

hopes and characteristics of an individual or
a small group of Individuals fire expressed in the
harmony of color and design Frequently n great
fiijr has been the work of three consecutive genera
Hims that have put their thought Into Its fabric In
almost all cases an Oriental rug conies from a home
manufactured lu the same room where parents and
hlldren pass rhelr Jives the product of the fatally

born of their very flesh and fruit of the best that-
Is In them

No cold crystalline substance dug from the earth
and capable of being resolved into chemical elements
could possess the warm fascination that Is part oC
a tine rug No treasure of uuorganic lerivitlon could
be surrounded with the close human interest that Is
essentially pmt of a rugs substance

Perhaps an unraveller of rug histories would find
no Oriental fabric that possesses as sinister a put
> r as repelling an origin na the sacred nig of the
own Indian tribe This eurloslty Ls said to be

> wucd by one of the few survivors of the towns In
Stroud Okla It Is one hundred and fifty years old
and cobt Beventyscven lives It la about live feet
square und iu woven of thu halt from Feventyseveui-
cnlps In figures of black white gray brown sand

f tell But It IB certain that If by some occult weans
tale might trace tho dramas that have surrounded
rcrtaln Turkish Persian and Indian rugs ho could
throw light upon happenings dark with tragedy

After being finished iu the homes throughout the
rural districts where they are woven on hand looms
by methods that have probably changed little since
the days of Gyms the rugs are curried by their
owuora to local markets or bazaars where they are of¬

fered to merchants and dealers that bwarm through
the country Theao In turn Waite up their bundles
and travel toward the larger marts notably Smyrna
and Constantinople where they meet the demand or
tie outer world Often their ways arc on I

roundabout nail they must pass with their rugjtralus
I nark s tlns whew they art PxtMrd rn the dprx

datlons of outlaws and bandits Attacks on rug
merchants are of frequent occurrence In distant re-

gions and the buyer who has a fortune In rugs in his
keeping mnsl bo prepared to stand over It with ready
rifle to defend It from wayside robbers

They tell a story In Samarkand of a rug merchant
who had wandered far Into the mountains from
Saraz in search of unusual specimens He had with
him a marvellous goats hall prayer tug of great
value In a narrow valley he and his two bearers
were set upon by bandits and after a severe strug-
gle

¬

were beaten Into Insensibility and left for dead
The merchant returned to consciousness to find him-

self
¬

sorely wounded and his rugs stolen ills bear-
ers

¬

died In the valley but he managed to drag him-

self
¬

to the heights and a place of concealment

Makes His Escape
Living on roots anti berries he remained In his

fastness until he bad somewhat recovered and thou
Instead of seeking to escape from the wild region-
he took the trail ot his precious rug tic dogged
the robbers with patience cunning through weeks-
of privation and suffering and came at last to their
village Noting the hut of the leader of the band
he stole In by night killed the bandit as he slept
and recovered the rug Once more he took to the
mountains and after another month of wandering
bo won out of the wilderness Into a city Ills prize
which he tool at length to one of the world markets
he sold for enough to tm ko him wealthy The rug
is said to be In an Austrian collection at present

One of the most famous of antique Persian rugs
Is that known as the Ardebil carpet now In the
South Kensington Museum In London Into the de-

sign is woven the name of the maker Mnksoud of
Kashan the Slave of the Holy Place and the date
of its manufacture is net as 1645 It Ls believed to
contain 8UoOO000 separate knots each tied by hand
and must necessarily have consumed many yeas lu
the malting It was purchased for 912000 but un-
doubtedly

¬

would bring many times thi C sum If It
were placed on the market again

What Is called the companion piece to this rug
which was however repaired by the addition of iI

border from another source was sold nt the auction
of the Charles T Yerkos collection for S7000 to
Captain Joseph It De La Mar and now adorns his
Madison avenue home Jt also bore the same In-

scription
¬

as appears upon the South Kensington
Museum example which Is as follows

I have no refuge In the world other than thy
threshold

My head has no protection other than tills porch
way Vv

The work of the Slave of the Holy Place Maksoud
of Kashan A

What a life of devotion of toll Is Impljcd in these
lines in scrawling characters placed In a medallion
near the border of this noble rug There Is something
which transcends the material In It for there Is eu
meshed In Its strands and knots the heart and soul ot
one who spent his days lu this labor of love in the
porch of the Great Mosque of Ardcbil according to
the trndltlon couveyexl by tho woven wordn-
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Hunting Rug with Inscriptions from
the Koran Lent by George F Baker

Hunting Carpet ol the Austrian Imperial and Royal
Court According to legend It was presented by Peter
the Great It Is of great antiquity of Persian origin
and shows Chinese Influence In he design which In-

cludes
¬

elaborately woven horsemen In pursuit of deer
and other animals und winged gods In contest with
lions and buffaloes No denier would be ready to say
what this rug would bring If offered for sale PossE
bly no sum could adequately express its value

Senator W A Clark of Montana was said to have
purelrubcd thirty magnificent specimens of antique
Persian rugs some few years ago for 2oO000 lie
was also credited with owning the largest collection-
of Ispahan rugs of the sixteenth century In existence

Of the highly distinctive rugs known to collectors
perhaps none is so greatly joveted as one which Ls

now In the Commercial Museum of Vienna It de
dgn Is made up of the ninetynine names of Allah

and inscriptions taken from the Koran It was found-
In a mosque at Aleppo and Is undoubtedly very old

The rug seized recently here Is believed by experts-
to be the ruby rug of the Duke of Rutland
group it hits been sought many lines by dealers
and rumors to the effect that it had been disposed
of have recently reached New York

Learning Rug Lore
Study and knowledge of rugs are comparatively

modern n fail which accounts for the shadowy part

Dragon Rug XV Century Owned by
C F Williams-

of many pieces that a e familiar to present day ex-
perts

¬

throughout the world At all times sine
civilization began the diamond and the ruby have been
recognized nUll fought over but it Is only within
the lust century or so that rugs have come Into their
roper place as objects to be sought anti dlffer-
citlaled Only within the last thirty years has there
been anything like full and exact information con ¬

cerning rug masterpieces-
So rapIdly has the Oriental rug mounted irrto faro

that dealers have been lIar put to it to Und the
necessary supply The conditions hove called forth
the skilful Imitator who has given quite as much
attention of lute to the innmifnetuie of antiques In

rubs as ho bus to the uoduction of spurious paint-
Ings Attributed tu old masters and to tho designing
of heathen Idols The imitator has a very filr chanoo
of making good his deception in the matter of rues
bo long as he has to do with the uninitiated-

The lye pots of rug making contain secret com-
pounds that are carefully guarded and concealed
IYour onions beets sheeps blood Indigo madder
and the Juice of berries are produced the wonderfully
joft colors that form the chief attraction iu line rugs In
age the colors become mellowed and blended and tho
difference between a real antique and a new rug fresh
from the loom is plain to the least experienced

lint the imitator stet upon the theory that effects
duo to gradual und natural causes may alwnya he
simulated So he takes new rugs of recent manu-
facture crops them close and washes then vigor-
ously

¬

III various chemicals that subdue the tones
and add a lustre The result is frequently mi
antique that will pass rooster with nay one except

an expert and the wily Imitator gets w000 for a rug
that Is worth perhaps 25-

0Knowledge in America
Smuggling of rugs often has been attempted and

the customs olllccis are ready to admit that some-
times it has been successful The rewards are tempt-
ing

¬

und examiners are as keenly on the watch for
Illegal Importation ot rugs as they are for that of
laces Jewels und essences fluid undervaluation Is
not by any menus the limit of the dishonest rug Im-

porters
¬

ingenuity Not long ago n tIne set of uphol-
stered

¬

fuiulturo was taken to the stores for appraisal
There was no attempt to shirk the duty on the furni-
ture

¬

On the contrary the Invoice was suspiciously
liberal The upholstery was probed and finally the
bottoms were taken out of chairs and couches The
Htulllng of each piece was then found to consist of
beautiful small silk rugs of great value I

There was a time when It was lMghlcIQ Impose

Holbcrn Rug Lent by C F Williams
I

r
upon the American collettor of line rugs but tent nii
now become dlllicnlt with the coming of more knowl-

edge

¬

and a wider acquaintance with these wonderful
fabrics of the East The counting of the knots the
study of the dyes the sharp search for any traces of

the detested aniline are constantly used by the ama-

teur
¬

to prevent himself from being misled
Charles T iorkes who gathered one of tho greatest

collections of these textiles In this country and might
have attained the distinction of having tho finest
assemblage of this kind In the Morld spent thousands-
of dollars In establishing evidences of authenticity
Ho grew so proficient In his latex years In the lore of
rugs that he seemed to know instinctively the merits-

of quiet and rugs and many an hour did he upend
In a gallery devoted especially to thofco fabrics watch-
Ing the play of colors upon them as 1C he were com-

muning
¬

with the souls of the past I

Of late years there has been a rowing Interest
In the Chinese rugs of the fifteenth sixteenth and set
enteontli centuries which lire especially Interesting to
time collector on account of the rich and beautiful sym-
bolism

¬

they convoy
Earh llguro conveys a thought The bride received

n rug in which were woven the insignia of happiness
find peace and prosperity while great dignitaries ob-

tained
¬

fabrics In by mystic designs were con-
veyed the wishes for longevity and continued power
These rugs although nut so rich III color in most cases
as the Persian are highly esteemed by collectors

JicinotP regions of Chinn lIre ransacked for rugs and I

prices whlf h bring out those which can be obtained
are offered which in time overcome the scruples of the
owners In parting with them Many a saddle cloth
which for years served its purpose on the plains ot
Tartar may now he seen on floor or wall of some
Fifth avenue residence

The forty niire rugs which fire now on view in the
Metropolitan Museum of Art were nearly all lent by
private owners

The compelling charm of he tone and color of the
socalled Poloualso rugs will appeal to all observersno matter whether they have read deeply In the rug
manuals or are without any special knowledge of these
wcavlngs

There always has been more or less of a mystery
as lo the origin of the socalled Polish fabrics One I

legend has It that eerlaln Persian weavers driven to
the borders of Europe took up their abode near War-
saw

¬

and there began the making of the textiles which
bear their naihes

Dr Valpntlner now comes forward with an explana-
tion

¬

which seems to have a far greater weight of I
authority in Its favor lie declares that the mime
Polonaise dates from the Paris Exposition of ISiS I I
when several rug of this lype were exhibited by
Prince Cxnrtoriski from Warsaw Some of these were
adorned with the prlnrely coat of arms which lint been
embroidered upon them at a later date Tide fact that

Co

there was nothing European In their design ulwayt
has made It difficult to accept the story that In some i
way the making of these rugs was carried on by
natives of Poland or descendants of Persians there
in exile I

Some Famous Fabrics t
It Is now generally believed that the exquisitely

delicate fabrics were mantle In Persia between the
years 1000 and 1050 mind were woven by a special
corpd of weavers attached to tho royal household arnl Rsent by Shah Abbas of Persia to European courts OJThese rugs are exceedingly rare timid on account
of their great beauty are In great demand The seven I rsplendid specimens which are now to be seen at the i

museum Ire about three hundred years old and could
they tell of their travels many a story might they
relate of lives In palaces before they came Into tho t Vn
possession of their present owners ius

It Is stated that timer arc about three hundred of
these Polish rugs In the world The best examples th
are preserved In the European courts such as those fnl
of Moscow Copenhagen Stockholm and Munich and

I thl
other places where they have been carefully guarded nc
since the seventeenth century col

The visitor to the museum has a rare opportunity lea-
n observing the wonderful harmony of colors In tbcs

specimens Time principal hues all of which seem to wr
retain their pristine brilliancy are light blue green lfeand remarkable shades of orange and browu which
are especially beautiful when she light falls at dlf tit
ferent angles upon tho heavy silken pile of the fabrics IJo

The museum is Indebted for tit loan of the sa 1

called Polonaise rUbS to Senator William A Clark diet
Mrs C Altaian General Drujton IVM Dr Dcnaun 1111

W toss and Mr P A B Wldcner 6or
There are also to be seen in this loan collection of

rugs of Ispahan so called because fabrics of this lint nom

texture mind beautiful coloring were carried there to
c qy

the market although as a matter of fact no rugs were
mode there at all In the period to which these fabrics J

us-
a

are assigned The name Elcrat Is now preferably ap weaplied to thorn They date from the sixteenth century anand are distinguished by beauty of design and rnelloff chaness of tone
The museum Is so fortunate as to own one of ttt OGI

animal rugs from tho Aidobll Mosque which It ac LAU
quired by purchase when the Charles T Verkcs c J-

Jcctlon was sold und also a largo Persian hunting rue Phor
so called because It boars figures of the sports of tha
chase + +

There are two rugs lent by Mr C V UllaIDJ +which mire designated as lre Holbein rugs IJccaliG
rugs of precisely this pattern or very like It appear +as table covers lu paintings by the great Dutch artist +They are of ancient Oriental origin undoubtedly iui +they aro going down to history designated by the amt +of a European painter

Those who have lent their rugs to the museum 4
tills exhibition are Mr Benjamin Altnian of er +

York Senator W A Clark also of this city ael + T <

Montana Mr Theodore M Davis of Newport
oral

t
Brll tOll Ivos of New York Mr John D yk +

llhenny of Philadelphia Mr P M Sburpless of iced +
Chester Pa Mr P A B Widener of Elklus Pdt +

Pa Mr C F Williams of Norrlstown Pa and tbt +
Boston Muspum of Fine Arts + +
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